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A project co-financed by the European Union 

Within the programme 

"Europe for Citizens" 2007 – 2013

FOSTERING CIVIL DIALOGUE IN EUROPE:

Mutual learning between civil society organisations from older, recent and new Member States.
PROJECT SUMMARY:
The concept of civil dialogue is quite a new principle at national and European levels, in contrast with social dialogue. Despite its novelty as a concept, it has always been a condition for European membership, as a means to foster an active European citizenship and to promote European values. While more and more civil dialogue initiatives at all levels (local, regional, national, European) have emerged, there is evidence that civil dialogue processes are carried out with certain difficulties. 

The project aims to explore and analyse experiences with civil dialogue in Europe, by realising an inventory of civil dialogue good practices across Europe at all levels: local, regional, national and European.  Considering that civil society has developed and got structured in different ways in different parts of Europe, the evaluation will be focused on a comparison between good practices in older Member States (before 2004), recent Member States (after 2004) and new Member States (2007). This study will gather the expertise of 7 civil society organisations from 6 different Member States. The project will be based on a participative and co-elaborated methodology of evaluation of civil dialogue initiatives at all levels, using extensively ICT means to establish and maintain cooperation between partners.

The objectives of the project are: to foster a transnational debate and reflection on active citizenship in Europe through civil dialogue, to reinforce civil society organisations roles as intermediaries between citizens and other institutions  and finally to provide knowledge and understanding of the situation of civil society in the new Member States by means of exchanging practices and experiences.
Special attention will be given to the situation of civil dialogue in recent and new Member States, as we have identified special needs in this regard of civil society organisations activating in former communist countries. Marginalised people in these countries have limited access to decision making processes. Thus the study will particularly target civil dialogue practices that include marginalised people. 

In order to accomplish project objectives the following activities will take place:

· Three European working meetings organised with the aim of producing a collective analysis of civil dialogue initiatives among partners. The study will benefit from input given by experts in the field, representatives of civil society organisations from various countries and citizens. Each meeting will have a special objective related to the evaluation methodology of the good practices collected and lessons that could be drawn from them in terms of civil dialogue. 

· Carrying out a study of the state of the art concerning civil dialogue and civil society in the countries of origin of the project partners. The purpose of the study is to produce 4 articles on civil dialogue in each country represented in the project.
· Identification of best practices of civil dialogue across Europe – each project partner will collect 5 best practices on civil dialogue from its own country or from other countries relevant for the project. A questionnaire developed with the contribution of all partners will be used for the collection of good practices.

· Producing a bilingual (French/English) publication - an Educational and Training Guide on civil dialogue that will provide representatives of civil society organisations with concrete and basic tools to understand civil dialogue and to develop it at all levels. The Guide will consist of various good practices from countries across Europe that will be collected during the project.

The expected outcomes of the project are:

- a bilingual (French/English) publication: an Educational and training Guide on civil dialogue at all levels that will provide representatives of civil society organisations with concrete and basic tools to understand what civil dialogue is about and how to develop it at all levels; 

- a European bilingual website on citizenship and participation that will provide citizens, civil society organisations and all actors interested in these matters with information, articles, good practices, training materials and contact data on civil dialogue across Europe;

- two European bilingual and electronic newsletters on civil dialogue and participation across Europe;

- a European network of civil society organisations specialised on citizenship and participation, able to disseminate widely the good practices collected and recommendations drawn from the project in order to foster an active European citizenship and a powerful civil society all around Europe and at all levels. 

TARGET GROUPS :

· Citizens and civil society organisations active in the field of citizenship and civil dialogue at all levels. In our vision, civil society organisations act as intermediaries between citizens and other actors within society.

· The project will have a clear focus on marginalised people, notably in collecting good practices.
· As the project indirectly aims at raising awareness on the importance of civil dialogue in general, other social actors besides civil society organisations will be targeted: public authorities, companies, academics or experts. 
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